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Welcome to Family and Consumer Sciences (FACS).  During the next twenty weeks, you will have the opportunity to develop skills you were introduced to in sixth grade.  Thinking, management, leadership, and communication are skills you will need now and in the future.  This is where academics meet real life!

The Mission of Family and Consumer Science Education is to prepare students for family life, work life, and careers by providing opportunities to develop the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and behaviors needed for:
· Balancing personal, home, family and work lives;
· Promoting optimal nutrition and wellness across the life span;
· Successful life management, employment, and career development;
· Functioning effectively as providers and consumers of goods and services;
· Managing resources to meet the material needs of individuals and families;
· Strengthening the well being of individuals and families across the life span;
· Becoming responsible citizens and leaders in family, community, and work settings;
· Appreciating human worth and accepting responsibility for one’s actions and success in family and work life; and
· Using critical and creative thinking skills to address problems in diverse family, community, and work environments.
Students will need the following basic supplies: folder with pocket, loose leaf notebook paper, pencils, and a hair tie for long hair (for food labs).

Grading/Homework/Assignment Policies

Grading will be as followed: Assignments, projects, quizzes, tests, and food labs will be assigned points.  A student’s letter grade will be determined by the percentage of points earned out of the total points available. 

At the beginning of each unit, a letter will go home which will discuss what topics will be covered and what students and parents can expect from the unit.  There will be occasional homework assignments.  Assignments, tests, and important dates are posted in the classroom. Students should copy this information into their daily planner. Meeting deadlines is an important life skill. Homework assignments are due at the beginning of class. The assignment completion policy helps students develop personal responsibility and good study habits.  
Attendance Policy 

In order to receive credit for this class, you will only be able to miss 36 periods of class.  Both “excused” and “unexcused” absences will count towards the total, but “educational excuses” i.e. field trips, lessons, will not count towards the total.  If you miss more than 21 minutes in a period, this will count as an absence.  If you are absent you will have five days to submit any work that was due while you were out or you will lose credit for the assignment. The attendance policy states that a student cannot miss more than 36 days for a year long course or they will lose credit and will have to re-take the course.    

I welcome all communication from students and parents.  You may reach me by phone or email, or stop by the classroom before or after school. 

I look forward to a wonderful school year!
Mrs. Halpin
shalpin@gstboces.org
594-3341 ext. 3926
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